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Richmond Wings 

Newsletter 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
 
I think the older I get, the faster time seems to move. I have to be-
lieve that this is not just an illusion but rather a harsh reali-
ty.  Wasn’t it just Thanksgiving and Christmas? I can’t believe Jan-
uary is just a memory and February is now upon us in full bore. I 
read that Albert Einstein believed in an undivided solid reality and 
he completely rejected the separation we experience as the mo-
ment of now. He believed there is no true division between past 
and future, there is rather a single existence. In a testimony to this 
faith when his lifelong friend Besso died, Einstein wrote a letter to 
Besso's family, saying that although Besso had preceded him in 
death it was of no consequence, "...for us physicists believe the 
separation between past, present, and future is only an illusion, 
although a convincing one."  I’m not sure I totally agree with my 
beloved and greatest scientist of all time, but I do believe we have 
to make the best of our present and future. Choices we make in 
our present shapes the outcome of our future be in positively or 
adversely, so therefore, I challenge our Chapter D participants to 
think about how to positively help shape the now and the future of 
our wonderful chapter. Take into consideration and ponder on what 
your Chapter Directors can do to help promote and increase the 
amount of fun, socialization, and rides we can have in our chapter. 
Some of you have already shared great ideas that will immediately 
be incorporated so please keep the suggestions coming. Remem-
ber, no idea is a bad idea.   
Speaking of fun, if you haven’t been to a District Rally for a long 
time, don’t miss this one!  I’m sure you will have a blast with all the 
events our district has planned for us this year. Rally in the Valley 
is guaranteed to be a smash hit. You’ll find the registration form for 
the event at the end of the newsletter.  Let’s show up in force this 

Gathering 

Candela’s  
Pizzeria & Ristorante 

14235 Midlothian Turnpike 
Midlothian, VA 23113 

 

(804) 379-0910 
 

Dine at 6 PM 

Gather at 7 PM 
 

4th Wednesday 
of each month 

Fritz Sassine &  
Iris Guillet, 

Directors 
 “Richmond Wings” 

Virginia Chapter D 
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“I challenge our Chapter D participants to think about how to positively help shape the now 

and the future of our wonderful chapter. ” 

Continues from page 1 
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year! 
 
As a reminder, there is a wealth of information on our website 
as well as District’s website. 
Here is the link to our chapter’s website:  https://
www.richmondwings.com/ 

Here is the link to District’s website: http://www.gwrrava.net/ 

On other news, Debbie, Allen, Marie, Larry, Iris and I attended 
the District Ops meeting on Saturday, January 20th and were 
pleased on how well it was organized. Every presenter had a 
wealth of information to share and everyone left the meeting 
feeling fully informed.  Iris and I were sworn in as Chapter Direc-

 

tors and are extremely excited about the opportunity.  Some things to note: 

•We are now divided into territories. We are in the Northeast territory which is 
made up of 12 states plus the District of Columbia. 

 

•Although not necessary, we can continue to have a Chapter Educator but it is 
considered a Non-officer position. 

 

•Rider Coordinator position is being better defined - Stay tuned 
 

•We have 17 trainers within the District 
 

•Focus has shifted to more riding and less on paperwork and hence the im-
portance of a Ride Coordinator 

 
See you all at an event or ride. 
 
Reference material 
http://everythingforever.com/einstein.htm 

Cheers, 
 

Fritz Sassine & Iris Guillet 
Chapter Directors -VA-D 
fritzsassine@gmail.com 
 

Chapters D  

As former COY’s you are all 

invited to the 2018 Couple 

of the Year Meet and Greet 

on March 3rd. We need a 

head count so let me know 

if you are interested in 

attending. Information on 

location will be sent by 

email. We encourage all 

former COY’s to participate. 

https://www.richmondwings.com/
https://www.richmondwings.com/
http://www.gwrrava.net/
http://everythingforever.com/einstein.htm
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Group Riding 

 

January 1st, 2018 was the coldest day for a ride on a motorcycle 

I have ever taken.  It has long been a tradition to ride your bike 

on New Years Day.  Some 10 to 12 years ago a large group of 

Chapter D members took the ride in 18 degree weather.  At that 

time, none of us had electric heated gear and we were 

cold.  Plenty of hot coffee was consumed at each stop. 
 

This year was even colder.  A group from Chapter W came up 

from Chester and met the Chapter D members in Powhatan to 

ride up to County Seat Restaurant for a breakfast buffet.  We 

done this for several years now.  There were two of us, Jerry 

Phinney and me, Tommy Broughton, from “VA-D” and one from 

“VA -W” on Gold Wings.  Everyone else were in cars.  When I left 

my house and on the way to The County Seat it was 8 de-

grees.  All three of us on the bikes had electric heated gear and 

plenty of proper clothing for this type of riding.  It is VERY IM-

PORTANT that you are properly dressed when riding in this type 

of weather.  When you take 8 degree weather and add in the 

wind speed while riding you are actually well into sub zero tem-

peratures.  You can suffer frost bite very quickly so DRESS 

PROPERLY AND BE VERY CAREFUL. 
 

After a good hot breakfast and good fellowship to start the New 

Year everyone headed back to the warmth of their home.  Jerry 

and I took a little ride, it had warmed up to 20 degrees by then, 

and we were quite comfortable with the heated gear.  After 

about 35 - 40 miles Jerry went to visit his sister and I headed 

home.  Another New Years ride and time spent with great 

friends. 

 

RIDE SAFE AND HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

Tommy 
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 Ride Coordinator  
Tommy Broughton 

Ride safe and remember 
ATGATT. 

We are now divided into territories. We are in the Northeast territory which is 

Although not necessary, we can continue to have a Chapter Educator but it is 

http://everythingforever.com/einstein.htm
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As I look back on this past year, I 
reminisce on the good times. As a 
chapter member, I have had some 

great times, great rides and lots of fun. We have learned some 
very useful things. Isn’t that what GWRRA is about? “Friends for 
Fun, Safety and Knowledge.” As we enter 2018, let’s make sure 
that our new participates know what we are about within our 
chapter. Allen and I will take the new members under our wings 
to make sure that they also have the fun that we had through-
out the years. We will make sure they receive all of the Chap-
ter’s information, and we will represent the information in a 
very positive manner. Allen and I will be on the road a little 
more than before, and that's a good thing, because we get to attend other 
chapters’ meetings and meet new friends throughout Virginia. So can you! 

Allen and I attended Chapter C gathering Sunday evening along with Fritz 
and Iris. It was a big surprise to see how the chapter has grown. 
“Congratulations Chapter C”. 
 

We attended District OP Meeting January 20th. all Chapter Directors are on 
the right foot and were given all information for Events, Rallies, Meet & 
Greet. We met the new CDs that are taking over their chapter. 
 

Our District Couple, Steve & Sherry Morgan are working hard to line up 
everything for the All Chapter Couple of the year Picnic. They are going to 
have a Meet & Greet with the new and former Couples of the Year in March 
2018  to  have even more fun. Who doesn't like Fun.  If your Chapter has a 
couple who is a bit reluctant about the Couple of the Year Program, bring 
them to the Meet & Greet. Let them get their feet a little wet with the fun 
we have each year.    
 

We are starting our year off with attending Maryland Rally in Ocean City, 
Md. On February 8 -10th. Because of the weather, we will be traveling on 
four wheels for now. Who’s up for the ride? 
 

Rally In The Valley is only 5 months away and the location has changed to 
Sheraton Roanoke Hotel & Conference Center, 2801 Hershberger Road, Ro-
anoke, VA. 24017 , call direct (540)563-9300. The District will have a Pizza 
Party, Hospitality, Poker Run, Ice Cream, ARC & Trike Courses, CPR/First 
Aid, Bike Show, Entertainment , Chapter Basket, COY Basket, and more to 
keep you on your feet. So don't miss out on all the fun in 2018. Rally In the 
Valley Flier will be out real soon! 
 

Al & Debbie Dowell 
Chapter Couple of the Year 2018 
See you on the road, be safe! 

Al and Debbie Dowell 
2018-2019 COY 

Our Wings 



Volume 22 Issue 2 GWRRA®—Region N—VA—Chapter D February 2018 

 Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge 

DONATIONS TO THE HOMELESS HEARTS ARE WELCOME   We’re still collecting 
toiletries all year long.  We are collecting the individual soaps, shampoos, condi-
tioners, lotions, etc. that you get from the hotels when traveling.  We deliver 
these to the McGuire Veterans Hospital’s Chaplains Program.  Bring them to 
our gatherings or give to someone in Chapter D.  Thanks to everyone for their 
support.   

 
“TWO WHEEL TUESDAY” The Tuesday riders are making it though some 

cold weather riding recently.  In 2018 there are a lot of good rides planned to 

clear your schedule to take the opportunity to ride with them.  Remember to dress 

warmly and hook up your heated gear if you have it.  Thanks for all your hard 

work planning the Tuesday rides Tommy and Ted.  If you want to be added to the 

Tuesday ride list, let them know.   

UNIVERSITY TRAINING & LEVELS SEMINARS COMING IN 2018.  We are planning 
some seminars for 2018 and we will let you know as soon as we nail down some dates.  We have a 
First Aid/CPR class scheduled for January 27 so let us know if you are interested in taking that class.  
Let us know if you need the Advanced Rider Course to fulfill your Levels obligation.  There will be a 
few of these courses planned for 2018 as well. 
 
BINGO GAME AT LUCY CORR VILLAGE IN MARCH  I haven’t nailed down the date yet but we hope 
that we have lots of volunteers available to help the residents play Bingo with us.  The residents 
love it when we come to visit and bring our Bingo prizes for them to win. 
 
UPCOMING CHAPTER PROJECTS: 

We’re collecting DVD’s to donate to the McGuire VA Hospital during our 4th of July celebration 

there every year.  Consider going through your collection or picking up a few new or used 

DVD’s for the Fisher House and the McGuire Veterans Medical Center and donate them.  

RVA BIKE NIGHT 2018 STARTS IN APRIL!  Join us at Mission BBQ every Wednesday 

(except our gathering night) from 5-8 and we can’t wait for some warm weather and a chance to get 

together with our Bike Night friends. 

CHECK OUT THE CHAPTER D WEBSITE & FACEBOOK PAGE  www.richmondwing.com 
is our website where you can find all the information on events and planned rides or visit us on Face-
book at https://www.facebook.com/GWRRA-Richmond-Goldwing-VA-Chapter-D-
1656767124575394/  

 

 

Membership  
Enhancement 
Coordinator-
Marie Crow 

MARIE REPORTS THE NEWS  (GOSSIP, RUMOR & HERESAY)  
AND SPECIAL EVENTS 
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http://www.richmondwing.com
https://www.facebook.com/GWRRA-Richmond-Goldwing-VA-Chapter-D-1656767124575394/
https://www.facebook.com/GWRRA-Richmond-Goldwing-VA-Chapter-D-1656767124575394/
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   From Your Membership Enhancement Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
ABOUT THE CHAPTER OF THE YEAR PROGRAM (CHOY) 
 
We’re starting a brand new year for rides and events for the Chapter of the Year Program for 2018.  I’m work-
ing on the paperwork to send in for CHOY program for 2017 and it’s a lot of records and forms that need to 
be included.  My thanks to everyone who sent me information on their rides, events and educational oppor-
tunities to be included.  All of our activities, are listed on the calendar at http://www.richmondwings.com/#!
calendar/zkl2p.    
 

The Chapter of the Year program was designed and created to stimulate the chapters to strive for excellence 
within their respective Districts.  I’m looking forward to a fun filled year of activities, rides, motorist aware-
ness events and rider education (University Training) for 2018.  Let us know if there is anything you would like 
to see us do in 2018.  We are here to assure that all Chapter participants have a good time.  We’re planning 
some seminars and training classes and we’ll let you know as soon as our dates are locked in. 
 

A few things to remember: 
We need at least 3 people at each activity to be able to count it towards the CHOY program application. 
Please contact me when you plan or participate in an event and want it included in the CHOY events. 
If you attend a training seminar sponsored by GWRRA, please take a picture of the roster of attendees as 

we have to have proof of attendance.  Take pictures of everyone having fun too! 
Most important of all, HAVE FUN AND ENJOY YOURSELVES!  Remember, we all have a “LICENSE TO HAVE 

FUN”! 
 

Marie Crow 
Membership Enhancement Coordinator 
 

MOTORIST AWARENESS PROGRAM 
 

This year we want to focus a little more time talking to the public and teaching about Motorist Awareness.   
We have Motorists Awareness brochures that we have available for our Bike Nights and Cruise In’s but you 

might want to also consider giving one to a work mate, a neighbor, a friend, a teen driver or to someone 
in the family. The purpose of the Motorist Awareness Division is to bring attention to the need to 
have drivers made more aware of the motorcyclists that share the roads with them.  Motorists need 
to know that motorcycles are not like their car and it’s harder for them to avoid traffic situations 
that might be handled a little easier while operating a 4 wheel vehicle.    

Our Motto is “Share the Road” 
Our Mission is to “Facilitate a Reduction in Motorcycle Crashes with Other Motor Vehicles.” 

 
 

GWRRA 
A license to 
have FUN! 
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FYI 
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Celebration 

Riders’ Schedule 

Corresponding Secretary 
Ginny Broughton 

None 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

Happy  GWRRA Anniversary 

Soon to come new weekend rides.  Emails will be sent. 

    

Tues Rides February 06, 13, 20 & 27   

John E. Pearman 19-Feb 

   

   

Jerry W. & Gretchen Phinney 11-Feb 

Richard W. & Lisa Zimmer 14-Feb 

   

   

Sat, Feb 03  - VA-X Evangelical Church @3 

Sun, Feb 04  - VA-R Golden Corral @3 

Sun, Feb 11  - VA-I Great American Buffet@2 

Sun, Feb 11  - VA-C Angelo’s Steak & Pancake House@6pm 

Mon, Feb 12   - VA-K  Great 611 Steak.@7 

Tue, Feb 13  - VA-H Abingdon Moose Lodge @7 

Tue, Feb 13   - VA-W Pietro Pizza Rest. @7 

Wed, Feb 14  - VA-A The Oaks Community Ctr. @7:30 

Sun, Feb 18   - VA-V Original Italian Pizza @3 

Sun, Feb 18   - VA-B1 Bella's Italian Rest. @2 

Wed, Feb 21   - VA-E Golden Corral @7:30 

Sun, Feb 25  - VA-O Belgian Waffle & Steakhouse @5 

Sun, Feb 25  - VA-F Golden Corral @9am 

Tue, Feb 27  - VA-L Pops Diner @7 

Wed, Feb 28   - VA-D Candela's Pizza Rest.@7 
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District News 
Brrr … who left the window open? Don't know about the rest of the state, but it's COLD in 

Southeast Virginia! And we've got snow too! Now, many of you won't think 8-12" of snow 

is much, but 5 days later the schools here are still closed! And many of us who still work 

got a free 4-day weekend out of it. But having time off doesn't mean we haven't been 

very, very busy!   

Read more by clicking here for District’s January Newsletter. 
 
RALLY IN THE VALLEY INFORMATION 
 
Click here for RITV registration form 
Click here for the hotel registration 
 
 

 National News 
Anita & JR Alkire President  

It’s a Wonderful and Exciting New Year! Welcome to our new adventure. We have been 

busy working to bring our Officers a great new tool in a familiar wrapper. Insight will 

change its tone for 2018. The articles will be helpful tips, new information, and useful 

things that you will be able to use in your role as Officers. For some of you, welcome to 

your new position and thank you for stepping forward. We appreciate you! Others are 

back, and we are so very pleased that you’ve decided to stay and serve the Members for 

another year. Thank you for your dedication.     
 

Read more by clicking here for GWRRA Insight Newsletter 

 

District and National Updates 
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https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/65ea8e_aefb41158ad64a7d9f48c5394e5b72d6.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/65ea8e_7f4c517bb009455b831b38444046c17d.pdf
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1801126487&key=287BE840
http://gwrra.org/oconnect/newsletter.html
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Chapter Directors    Asst. Chapter Directors 

Fritz Sassine & Iris Guillet Open 

 

© 804 938-
9183 

    

fritz.sassine@gmail.com  

    

 2018 Couple of the Year  

 

Treasure & Scrapbook 

Al & Debbie Dowell 

(H) 804 222-1303  Linda Getzone 

mickydowell1240@gmail.com (H) 804 980-0396   

  sweetmagnoliava@hot.com 

  Chapter Historian, Event & Member-
ship Enhancement Coordinator 

 

Marie Crow  Corresponding Secretary 

(H) 804 674-1265 (H) 804 674-1265 Ginny Broughton 

crowmg@verizon.net (H) 804 598-4893 (H) 804 598-4893 

  tbgb12068@aol.com 

 Event Coordinator   

 Food & Phone Tree Coordinator 

Jerry & Gretchen Phinney 

Debbie Dowell (H) 598-8691 

(H) 804 222-1303   ig2wp@comcast.net 

mickydowell1240@gmail.com   

   

 

Photographer 

 Newsletter Editor Tony Cirillo 

Iris Guillet (H) 804 745-7494 

  © 804 938-9183  bigtonycI@icloud.com 

fritz.sassine@gmail.com   

   Webmaster 

 

Rider Coordinators Fritz Sassine 

Tommy Broughton & Ted Nelmes 
 © 804 938-9183 

(H) 804 598-4893 (H) 804 748-3742 fritz.sassine@gmail.com 

Tbgb12068@aol.com 
Evn00@verizon.net 

   

VA—D Officers and Team Staff Members 

mailto:fritz.sassine@gmail.com
mailto:sweetmagnoliava@hotmail.com
mailto:crowmg@verizon.net
mailto:tbgb12068@aol.com
mailto:ig2wp@comcast.net
mailto:ig2wp@comcast.net
mailto:bigtonyc@hotmail.com
mailto:fritz.sassine@gmail.com
mailto:fritz.sassine@gmail.com
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Chapters D Gathering and the CPR and First Aid Course  

 

Life long learning 

Marie receiv-

ing her level 4 

patches and 

Thanking Lin-

da for her des-

sert 

 CPR and First Aid 2018  
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GWRRA VA Chapter Directors Listing  
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