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Is It  St i l l  Raining?

Did you think it would ever stop raining? For a moment, I started 

contemplating building an ark and collecting the animals that 

frequent my yard.  We had several trees come down during the 

storm in our county and one evening our subdivision was blocked 

by a large fallen tree as well. Thank goodness, a good samaritan 

noticed our predicament and came to our rescue. Lightning was 

flashing, thunder was rolling and out of nowhere, a large pickup 

truck with a lift kit went through the ditch and around the other side 

of the fallen tree that was blocking our path. I expected a big burly 

man to come out of the truck but to my surprise, a litt le blond girl 

wearing a dress and boots jumped out.  She jumped onto the bed 

of her pickup truck and pulled out a rope. She jumped off the truck 

and started tying it to the tree. I got out of my car to offer some 

assistant but she exclaimed, ?I got this!?  She got back into that big 

ole truck and pulled the tree out of the way so at least one lane was 

passable.  She didn?t ask for anything in exchange but instead, 

smiled and said, ? have a good evening.? I thanked her several times 

and she was off to help others. It?s moments like this that reminds 

me that I should still have faith in humanity.

On another note, please keep in mind that rain caused damage to a 

number of roads in the area so please use extreme vigilance as you 

go around the curves.  Gravel and sand on the roadway can 

certainly catch you off guard.

GATHERING

KEY DATES

Candela?s Pizzeria & Ristorante 
14235 Midlothian Turnpike 

Midlothian, VA 23113

When : Dine at 6 PM Gather at 7 
PM  the  4th Wednesday of each 

month

(804) 379-0910

Directors 

Fritz Sassine & Iris Guillet

Rally in the Valley
JUNE 28 - 30, 2018

GWRRA VA Chapter D



Chapt er  Event

Our Chapter event was a great success 

and we had participation from Chapters 

C, E, I, L, O, R, W. Thank you all for coming 

and supporting our chapter. I also want 

to thank all the volunteers who worked 

tirelessly again this year to make the 

magic happen. The weather was more 

cooperative this year although, it was a 

bit hot. Plenty of games were to be found 

and although it was incredibly hot, a few 

brave folks participated in the poker run. 

As always. The food was good and 

plentiful.  Once again, Zach did a great 

job auctioning off our baked goods. Did I 

hear ?People, people, people??  For those 

who don?t know Zach, that?s his 

humorous signature call.

There are other Virginia chapter events 

planned this year so please keep an eye 

on our website. In addition, please make 

plans for Wing Ding. The event is a lot 

closer to home this year .

Speaking of events. Chapter L put on a 

heck of a great event this year. Their 

focus was on awareness and safety.  The 

Chesapeake Police Department, 

Chesapeake Fire Department, 

Chesapeake Regional Healthcare, Virginia 

State Police, and the Motorcycle Safety 

League of Virginia assisted with Chapter 

L's  Cruise in for Safety event.  Of course 

the Drill Team was just as awesome as 

ever!

Wherever  your  t ravels t akes you. 

St ay cool and st ay safe.

 

Fr it z Sassine

VA-D CD



Hello everyone,

May things started rolling for Allen & I. We traveled to Chapter L, Chesapeake, 
VA for their annual event on May 5th. What a fanatic job they put together on 
education. For those who didn't make it for that event, you did miss a lot. It?s 
easy to admire all the hard work the chapter put into this event. The Old 
Dominion Drill Team performed for us, and it was evident how much 
preparation took place for them to be so precise. Boy, they were great. What a 
fantastic job Chapter L has done. This event was a lot of work to put together. 

In regards to the Drill Team, they will be attending ?Ride for Kids? Pediatric Brain 
Tumor Foundation on June 3, 2018 at Richmond Raceway Complex, 600 E. 
Laburnum Ave, Richmond, VA. 23222 Charity Ride. Registration is from 
9:00-10:30 a.m. It Starts at 11:00 a.m. The Event is rain or shine! Come on out to see the smiles on the face of 
the children.

On May 8th. Allen & I traveled over to Chapter W?s Social. Sheila Hazen, & Donna Romano, both 

being Assistant Chapter Directors, are also doing a great job. They just whizzed by with everything and having 
fun doing so. Great job ladies!

May 12th was Chapter D annual event at Dory Park. Last year at this time, we were freezing with hard

wind. Wasn't sure whether or not we were even having the event. That?s how bad it was. Now this year, we had 
good weather but it was HOT! While working with the Chapter D participates, I had overheated my body. I often 
make the mistakes of not watching my own body. I do want to say thank you to everyone who help me get back 
on my feet. That day was an unbelievable day, and  Allen & I wish to say a big, Thank You!

During our annual event, the Chapter Couples had a good ol time determining who was going to retrieve the 
COY Plague. Congratulation  to Chapter W, Glenn & Becky Underwood. They retrieved the COY Plague. 
Unfortunate, they were leaving for vacation on Sunday, and ask Debbie to take it to Chapter C social on 
Mother 's Day.   Dave Green retrieved the Plaque. Congratulation Dave. They turned around and asked  Leo & 
Margret to take down to Chapter V, Bedford, VA. 

May 19th., Allen  & I, along with Leo & Margaret travel to Chapter V, Chickin' Pickin', Bedford, VA.

Not only to get the COY Plaque, but also to have a great time like we do each year. Chapter V had another great 
turn out, with all great food and desserts. Looking around, we could see a lot of participants in the other room 
playing the games. They had no one to sell the 50/50 tickets. I was pleased to do so for the chapter. I went to 
Margaret and ask her to help me, because this is part of being Couple of the Year. Well, we did so good, Chapter 
V decided to divide the pot in two.  Each person won $80.00.

The winners were Dave Miller- VAW, and  Chuck with VAX. Then, with the chick'n

pick'n game, Gary, who is a participant of Chapter VA-K, won first place and second place went to Margaret 

Smith of  Chapter VA-O.        
  

Al & Debbie Dowell

COY 2018
Asst . DD

COY & ASSISTANT DIRECTOR'S CORNER

 2018-2019 COY

Assistant District Directors

Al and Debbie Dowell



  
DONATIONS TO THE HOMELESS HEARTS ARE WELCOME  We?re still collecting 
toiletries all year long. We are collecting the individual soaps, shampoos, conditioners, 
lotions, etc. that you get from the hotels when traveling. We deliver these to the 
McGuire Veterans Hospital?s Chaplains Program. 

?TWO WHEEL TUESDAY?  The Tuesday riders are enjoying some nice weather now and 
looking forward to more good riding days this spring. There are a lot of good rides 
planned so check your schedule and take the opportunity to ride with them.  2018 has 
been a good riding year so far.  If you want to be added to the Tuesday ride list, let 
them know.  

CELEBRATING JULY 4t h AT THE MCGUIRE VETERANS MEDICAL CENTER: Mark your 
calendar for the July 4th celebration at McGuire Veterans Hospital.  We do this every year to celebrate with the 
resident veterans there receiving medical treatment.  George Chenault and his band the Midnighters will 
entertain us and there will be a complementary lunch of hot dogs, hamburgers and sides.  We'll be donating lots 
of our collected DVD's to them during the celebration.  Meet us in the commons area from 11-2.  Wear your red, 
white & blue!!!

UPCOMING CHAPTER PROJECTS:  We?re collecting DVD?s to donate to the McGuire VA Hospital during our 4th of 
July celebration there every year. Consider going through your collection or picking up a few new or used DVD?s 
for the Fisher House and the McGuire Veterans Medical Center and donate them.

RVA BIKE NIGHT 2018 HAD ITS KICKOFF ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4! There were over 350 motorcycles that 
attended RVA Bike Night at Mission BBQ at Broad and Glenside Drive. The parking lot was 
full and Mission BBQ had a full house all night long. The weather was windy and cold but it 
didn?t seem to keep anyone at home. We can?t wait for warmer weather and some fun 
with our Bike Night friends. 

RVA BIKE NIGHT 2018 & RVA BIKES  & COFFEE!  Every Wednesday night from April to 
October is RVA Bike Night at Mission BBQ at Broad and Glenside Drive. On Sundays there 

is RVA Bike &amp; Coffee starting at 10 AM at the parking lot of the Virginia Eye Institute 5001 Huguenot Road.

https://www.facebook.com/rvabikesandcoffee/

CHECK OUT THE CHAPTER D WEBSITE & FACEBOOK PAGE: www.richmondwing.com is our website where you 
can find all the information on events and planned rides or visit us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/GWRRAVAD/

RALLY IN THE VALLEY 2018 IS JUNE 28-30: You don?t want to miss this great weekend of Fun, Safety & 
Knowledge in Roanoke, VA Check out the flier for more information and to register 
ASAP. Also make your hotel reservations at the new rally site, Sheraton Roanoke 
Hotel  & Convention Center.

MARIE REPORTS THE NEWS (GOSSIP, RUMOR & HERESAY) AND 
SPECIAL EVENTS

Membership 
Enhancement 
Coordinator

Mar ie Crow

https://www.facebook.com/rvabikesandcoffee/
https://www.facebook.com/rvabikesandcoffee/
http://www.richmondwing.com
https://www.facebook.com/GWRRAVAD/


ABOUT THE CHAPTER OF THE YEAR PROGRAM (CHOY)

How much traveling have you done this year so far? There have been chapter events, open 
houses, rallies, and rides. All of these events and rides can be included for the Chapter of 

the Year Program for 2018. All of our activities, are listed on the calendar at 
http://www.richmondwings.com/#!calendar/zkl2p so pick an event, call some friends and plan a ride to a 
destination or just a spontaneous ride to part unknown. The best rides are the ones we make up along the way.

The Chapter of the Year program was designed and created to stimulate the chapters to strive for excellence 
within their respective Districts. I?m looking forward to a fun filled year of activities, rides, motorist awareness 
events and rider education for 2018. Stay tuned for training opportunities soon and the District will offer some 
classes at Rally in the Valley as well. We are here to assure that all Chapter participants have a good timeso let us 
know what we can do to make that happen.  

A few  t hings t o rem em ber :

- We need at least 3 people at each activity to be able to count it towards the CHOY program application.
- Please contact me when you plan or participate in an event and want it included in the CHOY events.
- If you attend a training seminar sponsored by GWRRA, the District or your chapter, please take a
- picture of the roster of attendees as we have to have proof of attendance. Take pictures of everyone
- having fun too!
- Most important of all, HAVE FUN AND ENJOY YOURSELVES! Remember, we all have a ?LICENSE TO HAVE 

FUN?!

Marie Crow
Membership Enhancement Coordinator

MOTORIST AWARENESS PROGRAM
This year we want to focus a litt le more time talking to the public and sharing with car drivers about Motorist 
Awareness. We have Motorists Awareness brochures that we have available for our Bike Nights and Cruise In?s. 
We would like to bring attention to the need to have drivers made more aware of motorcyclists that share the 
roads with them. If you have a Facebook page, occasionally post a message of the need to watch out for 
motorcyclists in your neighborhood and on the open road. I did this recently and a few people thanked me for 
reminding them that now that the weather is warmer, they would be more mindful of motorcyclists on the road.

Our  Mot t o is ?Share t he Road?

Our  Mission is t o ?Facil i t at e a Reduct ion in Mot orcycle Crashes w it h Ot her  Mot or  Vehicles.?

From  Your  Mem bership Enhancem ent  Coordinat or

http://www.richmondwings.com/#!calendar/zkl2p 
http://www.richmondwings.com/#!calendar/zkl2p 


Your Membership Enhancement Program team is continually trying to improve our programs and 
communications to our members. As you know, we have made significant changes over the past year 
and we are looking forward to these exciting program improvements over the coming year and 
beyond.

As we get feedback from the general membership, we often initiate a plan of action to help us best 
determine our next steps forward. Our Couple of the Year Program gets a significant number of 
inquiries from our mem- bers. Over the past couple of years, we have been hearing some concern 
about the financial impact to our Couples who are considering moving forward to the International 
Selection Process.

Our Couples feel a tremendous sense of obligation to visit or attend practically every rally near and far. 
They worry about the time it takes for all the visitations they feel they should make. They worry about 
the financial cost of travelling to all these various District events as they prepare for that final stage of 
their COY journey. For many, it is holding them back from participating. For others, the financial 
pressure is taking the enjoyment away from what should be one of the most rewarding experiences in 
their GWRRA involvement. This is resulting in a lot of misconceptions out there about the Couple of the 
Year Program and what is expected of them.

With the creation of six International Couples next year, the time is perfect for your couples to step 
forward. We want to remove any stumbling blocks that may be in their way. We would like to clear up a 
lot of this confusion and we really could use your help. We have attached an Info Sheet that we ask you 
to share with all your members. If you could please email this attachment out to everyone in your 
District and include it in your newsletters, this would be a tremendous help.

We are sure you agree that GWRRA has some of the finest couples you will ever meet. Let?s work 
together to make sure that EVERYONE has an equal opportunity to participate. Thank you all for caring 
and sharing!

MEMO FROM MEP PROGRAM DIRECTORS



CELEBRATRION

H ap py B i r th day 
Ted Nelmes - 6/5

Fritz Sassine - 6/9

Marie Crow - 6/12

David Zimmer 6/14

Pastpr Rich Kraneck - 6/19

Ethel Nelmes - 6/22

Tommy Broughton - 6/26

A n n iver sar i es

Corresponding Secretary 
Ginny Brought on

T-SHIRTS!

 

 Virgin ia is for  Mot orcycle Lovers T-shir t s for  Sale 

 Chapter D is selling these wonderful t-shirts for a 
discounted price of $20.00 each.  If you buy them 
online from the Virginia is for Lovers site, the  cost is 
$24.00.  If you want to buy one, let Marie Crow know 
so she can reserve one for you when she places the 
order.  You can pay with cash or check (made out to 
GWRRA-D) Sizes are Med, Large, X-Large, and 2 XL. 
Marie can special order a 3 XL if you need it.  It 's a 
great FATHERS DAY GIF or any of you to give to your 
hubbies from the kids or grandkids!  



DISTRICT NEWS

It 's here! It 's really here!!   

Spring that is. After a couple of false starts, the weather has warmed up 
enough to not require 4 layers to go riding. Of course with warmer 
weather comes that icky yellow stuff which makes it impossible to keep 
our bikes clean, and often makes our heads ache, but it 's something we 
put up with to be able to enjoy the ride. 

As you all know (or should know), the Virginia District Rally - Rally in the 
Valley - is just around the corner. The 2018 theme is Wings Around the 
World, to remind us that GWRRA members can be found everywhere. It 
will be held June 28-30, at the Sheraton Roanoke Hotel & Conference Center. Plenty of parking, and 
more room to do stuff. And with more room, we have more fun things going on!    

Click the link below to read more:

ht t ps:/ / docs.w ixst at ic.com /ugd/65ea8e_9ef96f f09cf84a9db39f9bd08dbf8a87.pdf

NATIONAL NEWS

First  Quar t er  Review  AND som e New Program s

We are half way into our second quarter of 2018, the year of change, 
and I thought it was time for a review, myth blasting, and refocus. I?ve 
listened to the District Directors, read newsletters, and talked with 
Members and Officers. Overall, it seems as though we?re all doing pretty 
well. That?s awesome and thank you!! We do seem to have a couple of 
items that just keep reoccurring.

Myt h blast ing 

I can still have my Chapter Educator even though they aren?t an Officer? In the spirit of the 
change, the Chapter Educator position was eliminated so the Chapter would focus on riding, 
socializing, and fun. As they focus on riding, they focus on sharing safety and that is everyone?s 
opportunity to help others learn from what you know. Specifically, if you?re a Master Tour Rider 
or Co-Rider, you can help your fellow riders and co-riders learn from your knowledge and 
experience. So please embrace these new ideas and release the past so together we can 
reshape our Association.

Click  t he l ink  below  t o read m ore:

http://gwrra.org/oconnect/newsletter/2018/InsightNewsletter0518.pdf?v=1

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/65ea8e_0474cd73e24d4429ab321f392567624e.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/65ea8e_0474cd73e24d4429ab321f392567624e.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/65ea8e_0474cd73e24d4429ab321f392567624e.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/65ea8e_0474cd73e24d4429ab321f392567624e.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/65ea8e_0474cd73e24d4429ab321f392567624e.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/65ea8e_0474cd73e24d4429ab321f392567624e.pdf
http://gwrra.org/oconnect/newsletter/2018/InsightNewsletter0518.pdf?v=1


Chapt er  Direct ors
Fritz Sassine & Iris Guillet
804-938-9183    fritz.sassine@gmail.com

Assist ant  Chapt er  Direct or
(Vacant )

2018 Couple of  t he Year
Al & Debbie Dowell
(H) 804-222-1303  mickeydowell1240@gmail.com

Treasurer  & Scrapbook
Linda Getzone
(H) 804-980-0396
sweetmagnoliava@hot.com

Chapt er  Hist or ian, Event  & Mem bership Enhancem ent  Coordinat or
Marie Crow
(H) 804-674-1265  crowmg@verizon.net

Corresponding Secret ary
Ginny Broughton
(804) 598-4893  tbgb12068@aol.com

Event  Coordinat or
Debbie Dowell
(H) 804-222-1303  Mickeydowell1240@gmail.com

Phone Tree Coordinat or
Ethel Nelmes
804 748-3742 Evn00@verizon.net

Newslet t er  Edit or
Iris Guillet
804-938-9183  fritz.sassine@gmail.com

Phot ographer
Tony Cirillo
804-745-7494  bigtonycl@icould.com

Rider  Coordinat ors
Tommy Broughton  804 598-4893 Tbgb12068@aol.com
Ted Nelmes  804 748-3742 Evn00@verizon.net

Webm ast er
Fritz Sassine
804-938-9183 fritz.sassine@gmail.com

VA-D Of f icers and Team  St af f  Mem bers



PICTURES OF OUR CHAPTER EVENT



VA CHAPTER LISTING







TRIKE FOR SALE

Honda Goldw ing Mot orcycle Tr ike...!800CC Lot s of  chrom e, Ring of  Fire, Fog l ight s, Heal Toe 
Shif t er  Floor  Boards, Air  Wings, Heat ed Seat s and Gr ips, Radio, CB, Nav Syst em s, t railer  
Hit ch, Luggage Rack  Spoiler  W/Break  l ight .  California Side Car  t r ike k it  w it h Back  up l ight s.  
26k  m iles . 

Ask ing $22,250. Call David Beat t y  phone 703 590-9305 cur rent  Virgin ia inspect ion. 

   


